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Chartering a quick start

Many schools, including 3 in boro, already off &
running

BY RACHEL MONAHAN

Tuesday, August 28th 2007, 4:00 AM

By the time you read this, hundreds of city students will already be back in their classrooms.

At least 19 of the 60 city charter schools start classes this month — including three in Brooklyn
that have already opened their doors.

"[Students] need to be learning all year long," said Yvette McLaurin, 38, of Crown Heights, whose
daughter, Minna Bryant, 10, went back to school last week. "They need to be working."

Charter schools have more classroom time than public schools, charter school advocates say, by
having longer school days, longer school years and summer or vacation sessions.

At least one Brooklyn charter school operates 200 days a year — compared with the city public
school's maximum of 185.

"That's been a staple," said Jeff Maclin, spokesman for the New York City Center for Charter
School Excellence.

When Gov. Spitzer outlined his plan for education reform this year, he included a call for a longer
school year or day as a way to improve schools.

"He's taking concepts that are very typical of charter schools and adopting them," said Peter
Murphy, policy director of New York Charter School Association. Union contracts are often
considered to be an impediment to lengthening the school year.

If the Education Department wants to add more sessions to the state- required minimum of 180
school days, it must negotiate with the teachers union. The 2005 union contract sent students



back to class the day after Labor Day for the first time in memory. In some grades, public school
students attend 185 days of classes.

United Federation of Teachers President Randi Weingarten said it wasn't the union that objected
to a longer school year.

"Parents and camp owners fought tooth and nail against it," she said, adding that summer should
be used for enrichment, recreation and summer school. The UFT runs two Brooklyn charter
schools — which open Sept. 4 — the same day as city public schools.

At Kings Collegiate in East Flatoush — one of two newly opened charter schools this school year
— 81 girls and boys in French blue shirts and desert khakis listened attentively last week as they
were told they had lots of work to do in their 190 days of school.

The South Bronx Classical Charter School tacks two weeks onto the beginning of the academic
year — as well as taking a shorter spring break.

"A lot of it is a function of getting the students in early so that we can be more prepared for city
and state tests," Lester Long, South Bronx Classical's executive director, said of the choice to
begin early instead of ending late.

An August start creates obstacles for administrators, though, including adding to the cost of
busing. Charter schools can use city school buses, but they don't generally start until after Labor
Day.

Charter schools pick up the tab for the added busing.

"Busing is expensive," said Principal Charlene Reid of the Bronx Charter School for Excellence,
explaining why her school starts only a couple days before public schools do.

Brooklyn residents said it was surreal to see kids headed back to school this month, a practice
usually associated with Southern states.

"It's kind of early for me. It's not Maryland and Florida. This is Brooklyn," said Christopher Mckie
of East Flatbush, who accompanied his daughter, Shamyia, 9, to Kings Collegiate for her first day
of school last week.

But students seemed more excited than not to be leaving home for school.



"There's nothing to do but play video games and watch TV," said Corey Samaroo, 9, a fifth-
grader at Kings Collegiate.

Some students, though, did acknowledge some reservations about the end of summer.

"I miss my close friends," said Rashard Gibbs, 10.

"l miss my couch," Corey added.



